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Article Published in Pool & Spa Living Magazine

The smooth plaster bottom. The shiny waterline tile. The sunlight reflecting on the cool, clear water. These are the makings of a pool buyer’s fantasy. What most pool buyers do not realize, however, is that they will be spending a lot more time looking at and lounging beside their pools than swimming in them. So it stands to reason that the entire poolscape deserves a lot more attention than it traditionally gets.

When designing your new pool environment, consider how the entire area will be used and how it will be viewed from the house. This will help you determine the type of items that will give you the most from your poolscape. Following are some ideas to get you started.
Bars and Kitchens. If the budget allows, add a wet bar or even a full outdoor kitchen. You will be glad you do not have dripping wet swimmers traipsing through your house for refills. Plus, you will enjoy entertaining so much more if you can prepare snacks and meals poolside instead of being in the kitchen away from the festivities. If your pool is still in the design phase, consider adding a swim-up bar to make it easier for both wet and dry guests to socialize.
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Furniture. Outdoor furniture can be expensive, but it is necessary if you are going to entertain poolside. Make sure you allot adequate deck space for the amount of outdoor furniture you will need. Designers recommend incorporating multiple seating areas to break up the furniture and enjoy the poolscape from different vantage points.

Shade. Along with furniture, do not skimp on shading products. A bright, hot sky might be ideal for swimming, but it can make lounging poolside uncomfortable. Umbrella holders recessed throughout the deck make it possible to put the shade wherever it is needed. You may also want to consider more permanent options, such as awnings, gazebos or arbors.
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Lighting. To enjoy your poolscape into the evening, adequate landscape lighting is a must. Use a good mix of path lights for walkways, uplights for trees, spotlights for statuary and garden sculptures and downlighting for illuminating large areas. For a romantic glow, string patio lights from arbors and trees, or add tiki torches along pathways and around seating areas. If you use citronella-scented oil, the torches will help repel mosquitoes.
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Heaters. Things cool off when the sun goes down, especially in late summer. Instead of putting an end to outdoor entertaining, keep the party going with gas-powered outdoor heaters, which are available in portable floor or tabletop models. You can also have permanent heaters installed on the side of a house or under a covered patio.

Firepits. There is no better way to enjoy an evening outdoors than gathered around a fire. Outdoor fireplaces and firepits are all the rage. If this is something you think you would use a lot, consider a permanent installation with a gas hookup for instant warmth and ambiance.
Outdoor Speakers. Set the mood with your favorite tunes piped throughout the poolscape. Underwater speakers mean you never have to miss a beat, even while swimming laps. Meanwhile, faux rock speakers look natural in flowerbeds. Wireless speaker technology makes it easier than ever to direct the sound where you want it.

Waterfalls and Fountains. The sight and sound of falling water can be the most relaxing elements of your poolscape. Whether you are imagining a voluminous rock waterfall or a more modest sheeting cascade, talk with your pool designer about incorporating a water feature in your poolscape. And do not forget to light it for nighttime enjoyment.
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Decking. Poured concrete makes a practical pool deck, but there are so many more options for creating an enchanting poolscape, from square- or irregular-cut flagstone to stained and stamped concrete to wood or tile. Think of your poolscape as an extension of your home – an outside room, if you will – and give the floor covering as much attention as you would any other room of your house.

Pool Houses and Cabanas. There is no greater poolscape luxury than a pool house or cabana. Whether it is big enough to serve as a guesthouse or just large enough for quick poolside showers and swimsuit changes, a pool house prevents guests from tracking dirt and making puddles indoors. There are hundreds of ready-made pool house plans to choose from, so all you have to do is pick the one that best complements your poolscape design.

Planters. A poolscape can look hard and barren without foliage, but bringing flowerbeds and gardens up to the water’s edge makes it easier for debris to get into the pool. A low-maintenance alternative is to use planters – either freestanding or incorporated into the pool and deck design. Use a pair of them to flank the pool stairs, or place a row of them along the back side of the pool to add visual interest. For permanent planters and flowerbeds, install a drip irrigation system. It will save you countless hours of manual watering, and your plants and flowers will always look their best.

Fun and Games. New designs in slides and diving boards help these fun-filled items blend in with the overall design of the poolscape. Some, for example, have faux rock exteriors that combine with natural-looking pools. On the other hand, portable basketball hoops enable them to be placed anywhere alongside the pool, and recessed pole anchors make it a snap to put up and take down water volleyball nets.

As you can see, there are infinite ways to personalize your swimming pool environment. Though it is fine to fantasize about an extravagant pool, take in the whole picture – envision the entire poolscape of your dreams – and then make it happen!

